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Management of 
Nodules

• No replacement for history and 
clinical acumen

• Goal of algorithm is to provide a 
guide for managing your patients 
and your time

• Fleichsner Society Criteria

• Clinical algorithms



Fleischner Society 
Recommendations Incidental 
Pulmonary Nodule Follow-up



How would you manage this 
nodule?



CT Scan shows a nodule

<5mm Non calcified 
Solid

Part solid

<8mm
Non solid

Follow-up CT 
12 months



Pulmonary Nodule

•Solid

•5 mm

•12 month

Features



How would you manage this 
nodule?



CT Scan shows a nodule

5-14mm
Solid and Part solid

8-14 mm
Non solid nodule

>10mm solid nodule
>10mm part solid nodule

PET Scan

Positive
3,12 month 
follow-up BiopsyNegative



Pulmonary Nodule

• Solid

• 8 mm

• 3 month

• 12 month

Fat

Features



How would you manage this 
nodule?



CT Scan shows a nodule

5-14mm
Solid and Part solid

8-14 mm
Non solid nodule

>10mm solid nodule
>10mm part solid nodule

PET Scan

Positive
3,12 month 
follow up BiopsyNegative



Pulmonary Nodule

•Semi solid

•<15 mm

•Non calcified

Features



How would you manage this 
nodule?



CT Scan shows a nodule

Non calcified nodule >15mm

Inflammatory/Infectious Ill defined appearance

CT Follow-up in 1 month

+/- Abx

CT Follow-up in 3 months
No change Biopsy

CT Follow-up in 12 
months



Pulmonary Nodule
• <15 mm

• Solid and non 
solid components

• Solid component 
>10 mm

• PET/ 3 month 
follow-up



How would you manage this 
nodule?



CT Scan shows a nodule

Non calcified nodule >15mm

Inflammatory/Infectious Ill defined appearance

CT Follow-up in 1 month

+/- Abx

CT Follow-up in 3 months
No change Biopsy

CT Follow-up in 12 
months



Pulmonary Nodule

• >15 mm

• Solid

• Spiculated

• PET + 
Biopsy

Features



How would you manage this 
nodule?



CT Scan shows a nodule

Non calcified nodule >15mm

Inflammatory/Infectious Ill defined appearance

CT Follow-up in 1 month

+/- Abx

CT Follow-up in 3 months
No change Biopsy

CT Follow-up in 12 
months PET



Pulmonary Nodule

• Non 
calcified

• >15mm

• Follow-up

Features



CT Scan Shows a 
Nodule

Endobronchial 
lesion

CT follow-up in 1 
month

Still 
Present

Referral

Resolved



Thank you


